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Rector’s Message    
   I must admit to breathing a small sigh of relief last week when I put on a green chasuble while vesting for the 

Tuesday morning Eucharist. We have now entered the second half of the church year, called the Season after 

Pentecost, when the liturgical colour changes to green until Advent in late November. This is highly symbolic: the 

first half of the year focused on the major festivals which celebrate our Lord’s life (i.e. Christmas, Easter, and the 

Ascension). Now, having celebrated the coming of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, we slow down a bit and 

focus more on how we can grow in grace through the power of God’s Spirit at work in us. Sunday morning worship 

becomes a bit simpler in form, and liturgical green is meant to be a reminder of that spiritual growth which is at the 

heart of this season. 

   Of course, growth takes time and requires constant, steady attention and patience. I am always dissatisfied when I 

put the first plants in the garden and see how small they are. I want them to be big and flourishing right away! They 

will, over time, if I give them the care and nurture they need. Of course, our spiritual growth happens in the same 

way through daily prayer, Scripture reading, regular worship, and offering ourselves in service to the church and to 

our neighbour. Typically, we think of these things as disciplines we take up during Lent, but this Season after 

Pentecost is a time to make those disciplines regular habits and part of our daily life.  

   To help you enter into this season of spiritual growth, I highlight two things which will happen at St. Martin’s 

during the coming months: 

   First, on Saturday, June 20 we will hold a Quiet Garden Day (register to attend by emailing Margaret Douglin at 

stm.quietgarden@gmail.com. We will gather from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the home of Michael Attwood and Lynn 

McKnight, taking a few hours to pause and consider how we can walk in the path of holiness and grow in grace 

during our regular, daily lives over the coming months. 

   Second, during the Season after Pentecost, our Sunday Epistle readings are excerpts from Saint Paul’s Letter to the 

Romans. This book is one of the foundational documents for Christianity, setting the stage for many basic Christian 

teachings about Jesus Christ, the church, and what holiness looks like. During the summer months, and into the 

autumn, I intend to focus my sermons on the Letter to the Romans, to help us review and rediscover some core 

Christian teachings. It is a challenging read, but I think we are up for it! So, perhaps over the summer, you might 

start to read Paul’s Letter. Take note of what you appreciate, what you find disconcerting and challenging, and what 

simply makes no sense! If there is interest, I will convene a Bible Study about it in the autumn. 

   Christianity is a way of life in which we seek to honour God and be shaped into the image of his Son Jesus Christ, 

that we might become the very love which is revealed in him. The first part of the church year revealed that love to 

us. Now, during this second part, we are to become it. This is what Christians call “sanctification,” a time to grow in 

holiness. May this Season after Pentecost be a time of patient, steady spiritual growth in Christ for all of us. 

 

     Fr. Nicholas Hatt+ 

     Incumbent 
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  David McKnight 

  Phil Snider 
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Office Administrator: 
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Property Manager: 

  Mark Kolberg 

Pastoral Associate for Children's 

  and Youth Ministry: 

  Finn Keesmaat-Walsh (they/them)  

Sexton:  

  Bernard Sanders               
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Church Wardens: 

Peter Chauvin 

Jay Haddad 

Nadine Barmania (Deputy) 
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Andrea Zinn 

Property Manager: 

Mark Kolberg 

Children and Youth Pastoral 
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 About The Lychgate Newsletter: The Lychgate is 

published four times a year. Parishioners and friends are 

encouraged to submit news and articles to the co-

editors, Ian Greene and David McKnight at 

office@stmartininthefields.ca. For digital access to The 

Lychgate, including colour photos and links to web sites, 

go to https://stmartininthefields.ca.  

From the Parish Registers 
Since March 22, 2026 (last Lychgate) 

Baptisms: 

Easter Eve, April 4 

 Hunter Kell 

Octave Day of Easter, April 14 

 Brighton McLandress-Bhim  

 August McLandress-Bhim  

Day of Pentecost, May 26 

 William Moore  

 Beatrice Moore  

Weddings: 

 Hunter and Erin Kell, Saturday, June 6 

Funerals: 

 Robert Thornley, Saturday, June 6 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
▪ Saturday, June 20, Quiet Garden, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 

p.m. at the home of Lynn McKnight and Michael 

Attwood 

▪ Tuesday, June 23, the Nativity of Saint John the 

Baptist (transferred), 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel) 

▪ Sunday, June 28, after 11 a.m. service, Strawberry Tea, 

from 12:30 to 2:00 p.m. Cost is $10.00 for all the fresh 

strawberries, scones and whipped cream you can 

handle! 

▪ Tuesday, June 30, Feast of Saint Peter and Saint Paul 

(transferred), 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel) 

▪ Friday, July 3, Feast of Saint Thomas the Apostle, 10 

a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel) 

▪ Saturday, July 25, Feast of Saint James the Apostle, 10 

a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel) 

▪ Thursday, August 6, Feast of the Transfiguration, 10 

a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel) 

▪ Tuesday, August 25, Feast of Saint Bartholomew 

(transferred), 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)    

▪ Friday, September 11, mid-afternoon, to Saturday, 

September 12, early evening, parish retreat at the 

Convent of the Sisterhood of St John the Divine, 233 

Cummer Avenue, North York 

▪ Wednesday, September 16, 7:30 p.m., Christian 

Education discussion of The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten 

Boom 

▪ Wednesday, September 23, 7:30 p.m., Christian 

Education discussion of The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten 

Boom and The Cloister Walk by Kathleen Norris 

▪ Wednesday, September 30, 7:30 p.m., Christian 

Education discussion of The Cloister Walk by Kathleen 

Norris 

 

Confirmations: (on Rogation Sunday, May 11th) 

Madeleine DeLand 

Melissa Frost 

Finn Keesmaat-Walsh 

William Lightheart 

Matthew Snider 

Adriel Yunusa 

 

Received into the Anglican Communion:  

(on Rogation Sunday, May 11th) 

Brian Hagood 

Ingram Snow-Wolf 
 

http://www.stmartininthefields.ca/
http://www.stmartininthefields.ca/
mailto:office@stmartininthefields.ca
https://stmartininthefields.ca/
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St. Martin’s Summer Book Club 

By Mary Conliffe and Phil Snider 

 

Is there anything better on a warm summer’s day 

than relaxing outside with a great book? Once again, 

the Christian Education Committee invites you to 

join in reading two books over the course of the 

summer, so that when we regather in September for 

our usual Wednesday evening conversations, we can 

discuss each book in turn, sharing our impressions 

and reflecting together on the themes that emerge.   

The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom is the stirring 

autobiographical story of a Dutch Reform family in 

Haarlem, near Amsterdam, during World War II. 

The Ten Boom family’s 

Christian faith compels 

them to help their Jewish 

friends and neighbours 

escape from Nazi 

persecution, even to the 

point of creating a secret 

small room in their house 

where Jews can hide. 

Eventually, all is discovered, 

and the family pays the 

price: Corrie and her sister 

were sent to the notorious 

women’s concentration 

camp, Ravensbruck. Yet, 

their faith remains strong 

even as their courage and convictions are tested. 

“[We] must tell people what we have learned here. 

We must tell them that there is no pit so deep that 

He is not deeper still.” In light of current world 

events, we will discuss what it means to witness to 

Christ and engage in acts of resistance in the face of 

political turmoil, despite the costs.  We will discuss 

this book on two Wednesday evenings, September 

16 and 23. 

The Cloister Walk by Kathleen Norris is a classic in 

spiritual writing in the last few decades, combining 

memoir, Benedictine theology, and just good story 

telling. It is a difficult book to categorize, but in it 

Norris reflects her two nine-month terms at St. John's 

Abbey and University in Collegeville, MN, where 

she experienced an immersion into liturgy and lectio 

divina (a type of meditative reading) which reshaped 

her life. Already an accomplished poet and author, 

Norris follows the 

liturgical year (complete 

with saints days) and 

grapples with such 

diverse topics as 

Scripture, mental health, 

family, Benedictine life 

and practice, writing as a 

vocation, the politics of 

sainthood, small town 

life, and much more. Her 

writing is thoughtful, 

reflective, funny, warm, 

and eminently practical. 

She has inspired many writers over the last four 

decades. We hope it will give you a chance to reflect 

on the rhythms of faith in your own lives and how 

the ordinary can be holy.  We will discuss this book 

on the Wednesday evenings of September 23 and 30.  

 

Both books are available through the Toronto Public 

Library system, or you can borrow them from our 

own parish library. Alternatively, you can buy your 

own copies from your favourite bookseller, or from 

Mary Conliffe at coffee hour: “The Cloister Walk” is 

$17, and “The Hiding Place” is $12.   

Happy Summer! Happy Reading! 

 

Parish Profile: Liv Ryder 

By Ian Greene 

 

Liv Ryder has been attending services at St. Martin’s 

since 2024. Liv is 15 and a Grade 10 student at the 

Kingsway College School. 

 

Liv participates in every activity that she can fit into 

her time. She is active in sports, art, music, acting, 

theatre, and volleyball. She likes to be busy. She has 

been involved in acting since she was eleven. She 

participates both in singing performance and in 

musical theatre. To begin with, she started singing 

pop music, and to improve her vocal skills became 

involved in musical theatre. At the end of April, she 

played Diana Barry in the musical “Anne & Gilbert” 
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at the Meridian Arts Centre. The musical is about 

Anne of Green Gables as she grows older. Diana 

Barry is Anne’s best friend.  

 

Liv participates 

in the Bravo 

Academy for the 

Performing Arts, 

a music and 

musical theatre 

program in 

Toronto for 

children and 

youth ages 8 to 

19. She 

auditioned for the program one summer and was 

accepted. Then, after a series of auditions, she got a 

lead role in a musical. When she was 11, she got an 

agent for her acting. When she was 13, she did a 

chocolate commercial. She does background work 

and modelling for movies and last year was booked 

for three sessions.  

 

Liv notes that Fr. Luxton, now an Honorary 

Assistant at St. Martin’s, helped to found Kingsway 

College School. The Junior School is located next to 

St. George’s on-the-Hill Anglican Church on Dundas 

St. West in Etobicoke where Fr. Luxton was the 

Incumbent. Liv began attending the school in Grade 

7. The Senior School, located on Lakeshore Blvd. 

West, is newer, having opened in 2022. There are 

currently about one hundred students in the Senior 

School, including nearly forty girls. Luxton House at 

the school is named for Fr. Luxton. Every day during 

the lunch period, there is a club that students may 

participate in. Liv belongs to the French club, the 

mental health club, the service club, the music club, 

and the house captain club. She takes theatre classes 

for three hours a week. 

  

Liv told me, “Kingsway College School creates life-

long learners.” The Senior School opened with 

Grades 9 and 10, and “pushing to grade 12 was a 

dream of theirs.”  

 

Liv’s family is not religious. However, her 

grandmother used to go to church. Liv started going 

to church with her when in Grade 6 and 7 for a 

while, and afterwards when on holidays. When her 

grandfather passed away, she wanted to become 

closer to God. Sophie Banks, Liv’s best friend who 

also attended Kingsway College School in the past, 

asked Liv to come to St. Martin’s with her early in 

2024. Liv had hoped to attend the recent St. Martin’s 

confirmation classes but was not able to because of 

her theatre schedule. Liv said that St. Martin’s gave 

her faith in God “a foundation.”  

 

Note: In the Easter 2025 edition of The Lychgate, an 

article by David McKnight, “Church is for All Ages,” 

highlighted two other young people who have become 

regulars in the parish: Sophie Banks and William 

Lightheart. 

 

Parish Retreat at St. John’s Convent in 
September 

By Mary Conliffe 

 

Jesus said to them, “Come away to a deserted place 

all by yourselves and rest a while.” – Mark 6:31 

If you have been wishing to spend more time with 

your fellow parishioners; if you have ever wondered 

what life is like in a convent; or if you need to “get 

away” for 24 hours and immerse yourself in an oasis 

of peace and prayerfulness, this may be the very 

thing you’ve been waiting for!  

 

The Christian Education Committee invites you to 

set aside a time — from mid-afternoon on Friday, 

September 11 until early evening on Saturday, 

September 12 —to participate in our first St Martin’s 

parish retreat at the convent of the Sisterhood of St. 

John the Divine, 233 Cummer Avenue in North 

York.   

 

We will participate in the Sisters’ community life 

together, joining them in their beautiful chapel for 

their regular worship services and eating with them 

in their refectory for their silent meals.  Come 

experience what a Benedictine Order is like, and 
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enter into their daily rhythm of prayer, worship, and 

community.   

 

Additionally, St. Martin’s will be bringing our own 

retreat leader to guide our group sessions together. 

 

The newly renovated Guest House at the convent 

has space for 25 overnight guests (single 

accommodation only, shared bathrooms). The cost 

for overnight retreatants is $165 (meals included), or 

for those who wish to attend as a day guest only and 

not sleep over, the cost is $75 (includes Saturday 

lunch) or $90 (Saturday lunch & supper). The 

convent is accessible by TTC, or car-pooling can be 

arranged from St. Martin’s for those who need a ride.  

Please consider making a donation to allow the 

participation of your fellow parishioners who might 

not otherwise be able to afford it.   

 

For more information and/or to reserve your spot as 

a participant, please speak to Mary Conliffe or email 

her at maryconliffe@gmail.com. We hope to see you 

in September!     

 

Discernment 

 

On 12 May 2026, at the Trinity College Divinity 

Convocation, Bishop Victoria Matthews and Bishop Sally 

French were granted Honorary Doctorates. What follows 

below is taken from their joint Convocation Address to the 

graduating divinity students.  

 

Bishop Victoria is well known to all of us. Bishop Sally also 

has a St. Martin’s connection. Then Sally Johnson, as a 

theology student she did a placement here and, on 25 January 

2000, was ordained Deacon at St. Martin’s — by Bishop 

Victoria! 

 

Discernment is the holy habit of being attentive to 

God and the will of God. 

 

Bishop Victoria: The topic of our shared 

Convocation address is discernment, as an essential 

part of lifelong discipleship. Those who are 

graduating and anticipating ordination or a 

teaching profession may believe you have finished 

with your work of discernment. But believe me, you 

have barely begun. It is even possible that there are 

graduates who feel they have all the answers, but in 

reality, you have yet to meet the questions. Just 

when you think your discernment work is done you 

find you are not finished at all. Discernment is an 

important part of the work of the Church. For those 

with a vocation to holy orders or dedicated lay 

ministry, it is easy to fall into thinking it is all about 

one’s own calling. Not so! In fact, discernment is 

lifelong and multi-faceted. It is the holy habit of 

being attentive to God and the will of God, so that 

over time one develops an intuitiveness about God’s 

presence and direction in various situations. 

Discernment is not an isolated activity. But you do 

need to do your homework. 

 

Bishop Sally: One of the challenges with 

discernment is that it requires ongoing connection, to 

God and to God’s people and God’s world. Without 

this lively dynamic of connection and relationship, 

contemplation can become complacency. What I 

mean by this is that discernment cannot happen in 

isolation but is lived out in community. Discernment 

is hard, ongoing, and faithful work, and it can be 

tempting to put aside the hard parts and just focus 

on one voice, usually the voice we know best, which 

is our own.  

 

Bishop Victoria: One part of discernment is simply 

keeping the tradition alive in your own life and the 

life of your community. I have found spending an 

hour reading theology each day helps me to not lose 

sight of the big picture, to be attuned to God, and it 

challenges the human tendency to be self-absorbed. 

This is how we keep in touch and in sync with the 

tradition. You might read scripture, biblical theology, 

political theology, historical theology, or liturgical 

theology; the list goes on and on. Hopefully, you will 

vary your reading while allowing yourself to become 

particularly proficient in your favourite discipline. 

This holy habit of study means you keep growing 

because if you stop growing, it is not long before you 

will wither and die. Study feeds ongoing 

discernment. 

mailto:maryconliffe@gmail.com
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Bishop Sally: And yet, tradition is shaped by our 

context. After I had been a priest for more than five 

years, I had children. My beautifully formed and 

structured prayer life went out the window. Instead, 

I was up at all hours, permanently exhausted, and 

absolutely distracted by the sheer task of keeping 

other human beings alive. Today, I lead a diocese 

with 137 congregations and only one bishop. It’s not 

quite like keeping children alive, but at times it feels 

close. Discipline takes more work now than it used 

to, but the grace of God in all of this is that if I 

remain engaged and faithful, I learn and grow from 

my context. I have been shaped and formed and 

have discerned within my lived experiences, as, I 

suspect, have you. This is also part of our journey 

and I ask you not to dismiss your call to be a person 

who keeps the tradition alive, someone who actively 

seeks to love God, self, and others, even when it 

seems like life is pulling you in other directions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Victoria: Our second way of feeding 

discernment is no surprise. It is prayer: God is 

everywhere but seeks to be at our centre. Hence, to 

continue to learn and practice discernment, spending 

time in prayer is essential. I again suggest an hour a 

day and while I recommend the daily offices, we are 

gifted with different personalities and circumstances. 

Too busy to pray? That may be the result of poor 

discernment. Find ways of drawing close to Jesus 

Christ that open up your heart and will to the 

leading of the Holy Spirit. John 15:4-5 says,  

“Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 

cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 

neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine; 

you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 

them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can 

do nothing.”  

 

Discernment that is not rooted in prayer is simply 

your opinion. It just might possibly be biased. 

 

Bishop Sally: I have found that while prayer almost 

never gives me the answers to my questions that I 

hope for — Jesus does not appear and tell me exactly 

which way to go and how to act — when my life is 

rooted in prayer and discernment, the answers 

appear in other ways. I “know” without needing to 

be told where God’s call lies. As a bishop, that’s a 

helpful skill in all kinds of situations. For those in 

discernment in any type of calling or vocation, that 

rooted knowing is invaluable. Without it, we move 

away: prayerful liturgy shifts to performance; 

accolades and praise become our currency; and, if we 

are truly honest, our vocations, our life’s work, 

whether it is in our churches or ministries, in 

communities or families, can feel empty, without 

meaning and purpose. Please don’t do this. Our 

churches need your voices, your prayerful, 

connected, informed and faithful voices.  

 

Bishop Victoria: The last words I offer for 

discernment are the trinity of vision, direction, and 

pilgrimage. We all know Proverbs 29:18, “Where 

there is no vision the people perish” in the King 

James version, but the newer translations are clear 

that the word “perish” is better translated as “losing 

direction or restraint”. It commends the law or, as we 

would say, appropriate boundaries. And that takes 

us back to the gift of the tradition. In short, you need 

to be going somewhere, not just anywhere. JRR 

Tolkien famously said, “Not all those who wander 

are lost”. But of course, some may be lost and in fact 

some are. Most of us have asked at some point if 

where we find ourself is where God, in Christ in the 

power of the Holy Spirit, has called us. Deep 

Bishop Victoria and Bishop Sally at convocation – 
Mary Conliffe 
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discernment may surprise you with the answer, 

“Yes, it is — and stop being so miserable about it!” 

Now, in the midst of the best-intentioned 

discernment are many distractions and 

interruptions. Remember, Jesus did some of his best 

ministry in the worst of disruptions. Jesus turned 

each distraction into an opportunity to glorify God. 

Think of the resuscitation of Lazarus; the healing of 

the ‘possessed boy’ as the three disciples 

accompanied Jesus down the mountain from the 

Transfiguration, and Jesus’ interaction with 

Zacchaeus. The calling we have from Jesus is to be 

present to each person, while never losing the 

fullness of God’s calling on our life. 

 

“Glory to God whose power working in us can do 

infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God 

from generation to generation, in the Church and in 

Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.” 

 

In New Zealand, the amount of land required for 

huge flocks of sheep is very considerable. How on 

earth does one keep the flock together? You can’t 

fence 3000 acres. The second and superior solution is 

to dig a well because every sheep and the tiniest 

lamb needs water to survive. There are 

denominations and even nations in our lifetime that 

have spent far too much money and time building 

fences and walls. May your discernment in Christ 

lead you to dig wells of living water, so that all who 

are thirsty may come and drink, and none are turned 

away.  

 

In the words of Jesus in John 10:10, “I have come that 

they may have life and have it abundantly.” It is our 

prayer that your lives show forth to the world that 

you are beloved companions of the Good Shepherd 

and habitually partake from abundant wells of living 

water. Indeed, may your acquaintance be with the 

ever ancient and ever new tradition be such that it is 

said of you, “She/he is a walking sacrament, an 

outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual 

grace.” 

 

To God be the glory. 

 

Face to Face with Homelessness 

By Mely Barwick 

 

In Toronto, as in many large cities in Canada, 

homelessness is a major problem.  In recent months 

we have seen pictures of violent encounters between 

the police, tent dwellers and their supporters. 

 

Homelessness and the welfare of street-people raise 

many questions. Questions that continue to be asked 

include: why don't we send the unhoused to 

shelters? Why can't we build enough affordable 

housing? Why can't we build well-funded 

supportive housing for those who are physically and 

mentally disadvantaged? Who is responsible for 

housing policies, funding, program implementation, 

and monitoring the appropriate delivery of such 

programs? What advocacy roles can we, as 

individuals or as a community group play to force 

changes? The problems are so immense and the 

solutions too slow in coming that it can feel 

overwhelming. 

 

In the cold months of this past winter, St. Martin's 

came face to face with homelessness.  A person that I 

will call "J" took shelter in front of the parish's east 

door. Members of our parish did what St. Martin 

would have done. Initially a few parishioners gave 

her a hot drink, food and warmth in the Guild Room. 

Then a few more joined and took turns bringing 

sandwiches for J to eat during the day. Recently, 

Father Hatt convened a meeting with those he called 

"The Cold Weather Friends" to discuss lessons 

learned from sharing our space with J. I was unable 

to attend this meeting and therefore I sent him the 

following note about my encounter with J. 

 

“I first heard of J as "The homeless person 

sleeping in front of the east door."' My first 

encounter with J was over a cup of coffee and a 

muffin as she was warming up in the Guild Rom 

in the company of three of our hard-core Cold 

Weather Friends. J spoke very softly, appeared 

distracted as she looked down and fingered her 

rosary beads. She reminded me of many of the 

women I knew when I started a programme 
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called "Sistering". Many years ago, there were no 

support services for "street women," women who 

were unhoused and suffering social isolation, 

emotional and medical problems. Many endured 

physical and emotional abuse from their male 

partners. Many were women with serious 

psychiatric problems but discharged without 

proper follow-up. It took a long time and 

patience to earn their trust and share their life 

stories. 

 

Over a period of a few weeks, J became more 

animated and shared some personal details. J 

told me that in her home country, she and her 

sister helped to prune grape vines in the spring. 

In the summer they enjoyed eating fresh, juicy 

and sweet figs and apricots. The "bad war" forced 

her to leave her family.   

 

After J arrived In Canada, she worked at Eaton's 

for several years and enjoyed talking with the 

customers. On a trip to Montreal, she went to 

Notre Dame Cathedral and thought that the 

organ music was "something else." 

 

A couple of days before Christmas, J came to the 

Guild Room kitchen. She opened a bag and took 

out a knitted wool shawl and said to me "You 

always bring me things.  I want you to have this.  

Merry Christmas." Surprised, I thought "You 

need this more !" Fortunately, I caught myself, 

and simply said, "Thank you J." After J left the 

room, I said to myself, "Thank you Lord for this 

gift." As I stood in the kitchen holding the shawl, 

the memory of a very troubled young woman 

diagnosed with schizophrenia came back. Once 

at Christmas, she hand-painted bookmarks as 

gifts for the volunteers. She just wanted to give 

something back to those who had helped her. 

 

Our patron saint, St. Martin, taught us the lesson 

of generosity to those in need. And J reminded 

me that those who need our help now, once lived 

lives of substance. J's presence and our concerns 

for her welfare emphasises the continuing need 

for us to look at and be mobilized in helping to 

tackle the many pressing issues of others such as 

homelessness and food insecurity.   

 

My Christmas gift from J was not just the shawl 

but a lesson on the delicate but dynamic 

interactions of generosity, gratitude and 

reciprocity.” 

 

From the Archives: 60th Anniversary of the 
Church Organ of St. Martin’s 1982 

Original item by Jack Hattey 

 

[Note from Jonathan Gentry, St. Martin’s Archivist: 

This article was retrieved from the May 1982 edition 

of the St. Martin-in-the-Fields Quarterly Newsletter. 

 

This May marks not only the 60th anniversary of the 

dedication of the building, but also the 60th 

anniversary of the organ. The organ is the work of 

Casavant Frères of Saint-Hyacinthe, Québec and was 

regarded as one of the finest examples of a two-

manual organ in the country. It consists of 20 stops 

of 18 ranks or sets of pipes. Our organ is not large, 

but it makes a magnificent sound due to the superb 

acoustics of our building.  

 

The late Healey Willan had a hand in its design and 

played the first recital in 1922. By the late 1970s, it 

became apparent that the organ needed a tonal 

renovation to make it brighter and cleaner. The 

Bromley family made a generous donation toward 

that renovation, matched by enthusiastic giving from 

the congregation. The organ was re-dedicated in 

May 1980. The late Mary Adelaide Bromley did 

much work to help pay off the organ after its 

installation, and the restoration is dedicated to her 

memory and that of Mary Elizabeth Bromley. 

 

Capella Regalis Choirs at St. Martin’s 

By Ian Greene 

 

On Saturday, May 30, twenty-five members of the 

Capella Regalis Choirs from Halifax performed a 

concert for a full house at St. Martin’s. The next 
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morning, the same choir sang in place of our parish 

choir at Holy Eucharist. 

 

Members of the choir were billeted by St. Martin’s 

hosts. Those of us hosting met our billets at a dinner 

prepared by Chef Phil on Friday evening. This was 

also an opportunity to meet Nick Halley and his 

sister Vanessa, the choir directors, their father Paul 

Halley, and other senior members of the choir 

organization. The Capella Regalis organization was 

founded by Nick Halley in 2010, and like some 

European church choirs, provides free music 

education to children to introduce them to both 

sacred and secular music. Paul Halley, father of Nick 

and Vanessa, was organist and pianist and arranged 

many of the selections.  

 

The choir included nine members of the men’s choir, 

eight members of the boys’ senior choir, five 

members of the girls’ senior choir, two regular 

choristers, and one junior chorister.  

 

For me, the highlight was the “Freedom Trilogy,” 

arranged by Paul Halley. This number included a 

spirited percussion solo by Nick Halley, who has 

performed as percussionist for James Taylor. 

 

 
Capella Regalis Choirs Holy Eucharist May 31 

I was so impressed with the choir on Saturday 

evening and Sunday morning, and with the bubbling 

personalities of the three teenaged boys who were 

billeted with Eilonwy and me, that I attended the 

choir’s Choral Evensong at Grace Church on-the-

Hill, presided over by priest-in-charge Don Beyers, 

formerly a parishioner at St. Martin’s. 

 

Capella Regalis regularly sings at Evensong at the 

Cathedral Church of All Saints in Halifax, where 

Paul Halley is the music director. 

 

Representatives from our Companion 
Diocese of Brasilia Visit Toronto 

By Elin Goulden 

 

In 2024, the Diocese of Toronto entered into a 

companion relationship with the Diocese of Brasilia 

in the Anglican Episcopal Church of Brazil. Through 

this partnership, our Dioceses have pledged to walk 

together, pray together, and support each other’s 

mission and ministry. An article about the 

companion relationship appeared in the September 

8, 2024, edition of The Lychgate. 

 

This May, two representatives of the Diocese of 

Brasilia, Dr. Paulo Ueti and the Rev. Dr. Rodrigo 

Espiuca, spent nearly two weeks in the Diocese of 

Toronto. Both had been featured speakers at 

Diocesan events in 2025 — Paulo, a world-renowned 

liberation theologian, had spoken at an online 

Theology Day held by both Dioceses in March 2025, 

and Rodrigo, an Anglican priest, environmental and 

human rights lawyer, and director of advocacy 

strategy for the Diocese of Brasilia, was the keynote 

speaker at the online Diocesan Outreach Conference 

in October 2025 — but this was their first time 

visiting our Diocese in person.  

 

As Diocesan Executive Assistant, our fellow 

parishioner Mary Conliffe planned the itinerary for 

our visitors from Brasilia. She set aside time for them 

to spend with the bishops, to visit Trinity and 

Wycliffe Colleges, and to worship at St. James’ 

Cathedral and the Church of the Holy Trinity, as 

well as to participate in the Clergy Conference at 

Capella Regalis Choirs at St. Martin's May 30 
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Trent University, where Paulo was the guest speaker. 

However, as they arrived on the Friday of the May 

long weekend, someone was needed to spend some 

time with them that Saturday. Having met Paulo at 

last year’s General Synod and having had Rodrigo 

speak at the Outreach Conference I organized last 

fall, I jumped at the opportunity. 

 

We met at Sankofa Square (Yonge & Dundas) and 

walked to All Saints, Sherbourne, where I told them 

about the various ministries All Saints runs through 

the week and showed them the Homes for 

Tomorrow housing complex and some of the low-

income housing along Sherbourne. We walked 

through Allan Gardens past the tipi and sacred fire 

and dried off from the rain in the greenhouse, then 

caught the streetcar to Kensington Market. There, I 

showed them St. Stephen in-the-Fields, and the 

barricades put up by the City of Toronto to prevent 

the encampment from re-forming. Unfortunately, no 

one from either parish was available to open up the 

buildings for us, but I did my best to situate the 

outreach ministries of both parishes in the context of 

the needs experienced by people living on the 

margins in our city, and to talk about the advocacy 

campaigns our Diocese has done around housing, 

social assistance rates, harm reduction, and so on. 

 

We caught the Dundas streetcar to Roncesvalles 

where I was able to get them copies of Canon 

Maggie Helwig’s book Encampment, and finally 

arrived at our house, where we enjoyed dinner 

together with Phil, Ian, and Matthew. 

 

Though Toronto and Brasilia are half a world apart, 

we face many of the same social and environmental 

challenges: poverty and homelessness, 

environmental degradation, and moving to a new 

and just relationship with Indigenous peoples. 

Sharing our stories and struggles reminded me that 

God calls us in every place to bring the good news of 

His love, justice, and peace. We are not alone, but 

part of a global communion of disciples striving to 

follow the way of Jesus and to bring his light to our 

world.  

 

 

  

Rev. Dr. Rodrigo Espiuca and Dr. Paulo Ueti with Ian 

Snider, Phil Snider, Elin Goulden and Matthew Snider 

Dr. Paulo Ueti, Rev. Dr. Rodrigo Espiuca, and Elin Goulden 
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St. Martin’s Financial Results Through April 2026 

 

As we enter the summer months, it’s useful to look at the financial position of St. Martin’s year-to-date. Below 

is a summary of the church’s financial results for the four months ended 30 April 2026 compared to what we 

budgeted. 

 

Highlights to note: 

• Regular ongoing givings by parishioners (Receipted Givings) are below expectations 

• Most expenses are in-line with budget with two notable exceptions: heating costs through the winter 

were lower primarily due to the elimination of the carbon tax on natural gas; and capital repairs are 

below budget as we have not yet undertaken any  major projects this year. 

• The year-to-date deficit of $24,000 and budgeted deficit of $48,000 reflect the seasonality of givings 

through the year.  The full year budget for 2026 was included in the February 2026 Vestry Report. 

 

St. Martin-in-the-Fields 

 Year to Date Results to 30 April 2026 

OPERATING FUND 
          

    4-months Actual  4-months Budget 

          

Receipted Income   $81,743    $91,107  

Unreceipted Income   $9,679    $7,333  

Other Income   $5,532    $7,600  

Total Income   $96,953    $106,040  
          

Clergy & Staff   $59,024    $61,012  

Programs & Administration   $15,960    $18,633  

Church & Rectory Expenses   $36,002    $59,422  

Diocesan Allotment   $10,287    $10,287  

Total Expenses   $121,273    $149,354  
          

Operating Deficit   ($24,320)   ($43,314) 
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St. Martin’s is very fortunate to have several funds that are set aside for specific purposes. The 

largest is the Memorial Fund which provides us with ongoing financial stability, including the 

authorization to annually use up to 4% of the fund’s value to cover operating deficits. With 

approval of a Special Vestry, we used the Memorial Fund to bridge the funding of the recent 

renovation of the church’s heating system. Our current Heat-it-Forward fundraising campaign is 

supporting the replenishment of the fund. 

 

The current market value of the fund is $1.85 million. Highlights of revenues and expenses in the 

fund so far in 2026 are summarized below. 

 

MEMORIAL FUND 
      

Heat it Forward Campaign $41,261 

Memorial donations   10,000 

Net Investment Income (Realized)                    8,483  

Total Income   $59,743 

   

Expenses   $1,170 

   

Net Revenue   $58,573 

 

Overall, the church’s financial performance remains solid, thanks to the generous donations of our 

parishioners. We still rely on periodic fundraising, church rental, and income from the Memorial 

Fund to subsidize shortfalls in Receipted Givings in covering our expenses. As always, we ask you 

to remember St Martin’s in your charitable givings as well as in your legacy and estate planning. 

 

The wardens and treasurer are always available to answer any questions you have about the 

church’s financial affairs.  You are also welcome to attend Management Board where results are 

reviewed monthly. 

 

 

 


